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did not cease to influence politics till 1830. But,
abroad, there was a reaction to the older type of
popular government in 1814 and 1815 ; and it was
thought possible to combine freedom and order by
copying, with very slight changes, the British Con-
stitution. From a longing for liberty, combined
with a loathing of the French experiments in it, there
sprang the state of opinion in which the constitu-
tional movements of the Continent had their birth.
The British political model was followed by France,
by Spain and Portugal, and by Holland and Belgium,
combined in the kingdom of the Netherlands ; and,
after a long interval, by Germany, Italy, and Austria.
The principle of modern popular government
was thus affirmed less than two centuries ago, and
the practical application of that principle outside these
islands and their dependencies is not quite a century
old. What has been the political history of the
commonwealths in which this principle has been
carried out in various degrees? The inquiry is
obviously one of much importance and interest; but,
though the materials for it are easily obtained, and
indeed are to a large extent within the memory of
living men, it is very seldom or very imperfectly
prosecuted. I undertake it solely with the view of
ascertaining, within reasonable limits of space, how
far actual experience countenances the common
assumption of our day, that popular government is